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Broadband has certainly become a necessity in thisday and age. Inrural Montana, we have seen an ever
increasing need for such services.

Our agriculture community has embraced the technology for use in management of their respective farms and
ranches. Families are using the technology to telecommute to their jobs. Residents are using the technology
for online educational opportunities. And businesses are utilizing the technology to expand the products and
services they offer along with their customer base.

We also have a growing need to expand our distance learning and business incubator programs. By doing this
we help the economies of Montana and the United States by providing a vehicle for small business and
potential employees to start or better their financial and competitive edge. Small business, aswe all know, is
the cornerstone for the overall health of the United States economy.

Although we have some form of broadband available in Montana, the access has limited availability and ahigh
cost if available. In a considerable amount of cases dialup isthe only aternative.

Our telecommuni cations companies and cooperatives are expanding Cable/DSL services, but not at arate that
will alow rural Montanans to compete in this fast expanding and highly competitive world.

We encourage you to fund this very worthwhile cause by funding companies and cooperatives that have a
proven track record in providing broadband access to rural aress.
Sincerely,

John C. Jensen
Fergus County Commissioner



